AP US Government & Politics
Current Events Assignment

Description: Every Monday, your Journal will be due, unless indicated otherwise. The Journals should be based on current political events in the US. You should use The Economist, or The New York Times as your source of news. 
1. Choose a current article from the Economist, etc. (5pts): Include the link (webpage)
2. Use the CLUE Model to respond to the article:

Consider the source and the audience.  (5pts)

-Who is the author?  What type of audience is the author needing to appeal to?  How could this affect the composition of the article?

Lay out the argument and the underlying values and assumptions. (5pts)

-What argument is the author proposing?  What assumptions is the author making in the article?  What values does the author communicate about what is important and the role of government?

Uncover the evidence. (5pts)


What facts/research does the author propose to support the position?

Evaluate the conclusion. (5pts)

Is the argument a good one?  Does the author convince you of their position?  Does the conclusion change what you previously believe or make you think differently?

Sort out the political implications. (5pts)

What are the political ramifications of the author’s position?  How does the information affect those in less developed and those in developed countries?  How does it affect both the winners and losers in the political process?

3. The response should be about 400-500 words. (5pts)

a. 12pt font

b. one-inch margins

Total Points Possible:
35pts

