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instructor: Jonatas Cavani (A.K.A. Cavani Sensei)

location: Room 201    
email: jonatas.cavani@yisseoul.org
Overview

The AP World History course is a rigorous college-level survey course investigating the ideas, controversies, and developments in world history from the dawn of time to the present age. The course is structured around the investigation of five themes, woven into 19 key concepts covering six distinct chronological periods. This course will give students an opportunity to expand and sharpen their historical thinking skills by offering training in historical argumentation, use of historical evidence, historical causation, analysis of continuity and change over time, periodization, comparison, contextualization, interpretation, and synthesis of historical data.
Core Textbook 
· Stearns, Peter N., Adas, M., et al. (2011). World Civilizations: The Global Experience. 6th Ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Longman. 
Supplementary Sources
· Strayer, Robert W. (2013). Ways of the World: A Brief Global History, Combined Volume. 2nd Ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s.
· Selections from a variety of source Readers.

Grading Policies:
1. No extra-time will be allotted beyond the original time given for the students to finish the exam. If you come late for class, it is your responsibility.

2. Absences during the exams will result in a “0”, unless it is an excused absence. In case that happens, you may take a make-up exam. 
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Academic Honesty

1. As per YISS academic policy, cheating is a capital offense resulting in a three-day suspension for the first offense. Additional offenses may result in expulsion from YISS. Students receive a “0” on any form of assessment upon which they have cheated.
2. Description of Cheating: The following list is comprised of what YISS identifies as cheating.  It is not exhaustive.
· Giving out information about a test or quiz to students who have not taken the quiz or test;
· Looking at someone else’s paper, quiz or test; 

· Glancing at hidden notes or material during a quiz or test; 

· Copying someone else’s homework;
· Giving another student homework, test or quiz answers;
· Giving another student your homework;
· Doing homework for someone else;
· Copying information from the Internet or any other source without proper citations or credit given;
· Communicating in any way while a quiz or test is being administered may be interpreted as cheating;
Course Themes

1. Interaction Between Humans and the Environment

(Demography and disease, Migration, Patterns of settlement, Technology)

2. Development and Interaction of Cultures

(Religions, Belief systems, philosophies, and ideologies, Science and technology, The arts and architecture)

3. State-building, Expansion, and Conflict

(Political structures and forms of governance, Empires, Nations and nationalism, Revolts and revolutions, Regional, transregional, and global structures and organizations)

4. Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic Systems

(Agricultural and pastoral production, Trade and commerce, Labor systems, Industrialization, Capitalism and socialism)

5. Development and Transformation of Social Structures

(Gender roles and relations, Family and kinship, Racial and ethnic constructions, Social and economic classes)

Course Outline

I. Technological and Environmental Transformations (to 600 BC)
Key Concepts:

1.1. Big Geography and the Peopling of the Earth

1.2. The Neolithic Revolution and Early Agricultural Societies

1.3. The Development and Interactions of Early Agricultural, Pastoral and Urban Societies 

Unit Period: 1-2 weeks
Topics (Stearns: Chapter 1; Strayer: Prologue, Chapters 1-2): 

· The dawn of time, and the first human migrations into Eurasia, Australia, Americas and the Pacific
· Globalization of Agriculture, and the end of the Paleolithic Era

· Early Civilizations in Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, China and the Americas

II. Organization and Reorganization of Human Societies (600 BC to 600 AD)
Key Concepts:

2.1. The Development and Codification of Religious and Cultural Traditions

2.2. The Development of States and Empires

2.3. Emergence of Transregional Networks of Communication and Exchange

Unit Period: 4-5 weeks
Topics (Stearns: Chapters 2-5; Strayer: Chapters 3-5):

· The Persian Empire (Achaemenid, Parthian and Sassanid)
· The Greeks (Greco-Persian Wars, Alexander Magnus) 

· Rome: Monarchy, Republic & Empire

· China: From Warring States to Empire (Qin and Han)
· The Indian Empire (Maurya and Gupta)
· The Mayas

· Confucianism, Daoism, and Legalism
· Hinduism, and Buddhism

· Zoroastrianism, and Judaism

· Greece: The Philosophers and the Gods

· Jesus and the Early Christian Movement

· The Caste System, Slavery and Ancient Patriarchy

· Trade Routes: Silk Road, Trans-Saharan Route, Indian and Mediterranean Sea Lanes
III. Regional and Transregional Interactions (600 AD to 1450)
Key Concepts:

3.1. Expansion and Intensification of Communication and Exchange Networks
3.2. Continuity and Innovation of State Forms and Their Interactions
3.3. Increased Economic Productive Capacity and Its Consequences
Unit Period: 6-7 weeks
Topics (Stearns: Chapters 6-15; Strayer: Chapters 6-11):

· Africa: Axum, the Bantus, Western Empires

· Growth of Silk Road and Expansion of Sea Routes

· China: Tang, Song Dynasty, and the Spread of Buddhism
· Japan and Korea: Medieval Dynasties

· Islam and the Making of the Arab Empire

· Islamic Expansion in India, Anatolia, Africa and Spain

· Christianity Expansion in Asia and Africa

· The Byzantine Empire and the Divergence with the Roman Church

· Western Christendom: Tradition and the Crusades

· Chinggis Khan and the Pax Mongolica

· Fifteenth Century: Ming Dynasty in China
IV.  Global Interactions (1450 to 1750)
Key Concepts:

4.1. Globalizing Networks of Communications and Exchange

4.2. New Forms of Social Organization and Modes of Production

4.3. State Consolidation and Imperial Expansion

Unit Period: 5-6 weeks (End of Semester 1/Q2)
Topics (Stearns: Chapters 16-22; Strayer: Chapters 12-15):

· Fifteenth Century: Aztecs and Incas in America

· Fifteenth Century: Australians and Polynesians

· European Exploration and the Columbian Exchange

· The Conquest of Pre-Columbian Empires

· The Making of the Russian Empire

· The Islamic Heartland: Ottoman, Safavid and the Mughal Empires
· European Overseas Empires

· The Atlantic Slave Trade

· The Protestant Reformation and the Counter-Reformation (the Jesuits)
· Science & Enlightenment, Faith and Reason

V. Industrialization and Global Integration (1750 to 1900)
Key Concepts:

5.1. Industrialization and Global Capitalism

5.2. Imperialism and Nation – State Formation

5.3. Nationalism, Revolution and Reform

5.4. Global Migration

Unit Period: 6-7 weeks
Topics (Stearns: Chapters 23-27; Strayer: Chapters 16-19):

· Comparing the North American and the French Revolution

· Abolition of Slavery, and Nationalism

· Industrial Revolution

· State-building in Latin America

· European Colonies in Asia and Africa

· Qing China and Ottoman Empire: Decline and Weakening

· Japan: Tokugawa and the Meiji Restoration
VI. Accelerating Global Change and Realignments (1900 to the Present)
Key Concepts:

6.1. Science and the Environment

6.2. Global Conflicts and Their Consequences

6.3. New Conceptualizations of Global Economy, Society and Culture

Unit Period: 6-7 weeks
Topics (Stearns: Chapters 28-36; Strayer: Chapters 20-23):

· World War I and the Postwar World Order

· Rise of Nazism, Fascism and Authoritarian Regimes
· World War II: Western and Eastern Theater

· The Rise of Communism in Europe and Asia

· Cold War and Nuclear Proliferation

· The Fall of Communism

· Indian and African Independence

· Asia and Latin America since 1945

· Modernity and Reaction: Globalization, Feminism, Fundamentalism, and Environmentalism
Syllabus and Classroom Policy Agreement
By signing below I hereby acknowledge that I have read and understand the details of the syllabus and classroom policies for this course.
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