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instructor: Jonatas Cavani (A.K.A. Cavani Sensei)
location: Room 201    
email: jonatas.cavani@yisseoul.org
Overview
United States Government is a semester-long course focused on analyzing government and politics in the United States. The course includes the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. government and politics, as well as the analysis of specific examples. It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute the U.S. government and its politics. Throughout the course, students will become acquainted with a variety of theoretical perspectives and explanations for various behaviors and political outcomes.
Textbook
Wilson, James Q. American Government: Brief Version. Boston: Wadsworth Cengage Learning,

2011.
Current Events
Students are required to summarize one current event per week from the Economist or the Washington Post, as these articles relate to the main themes of the course. 
Cavani Sensei’s Benevolent HW Policy

Each day the HW is late will result in -20% of the HW grade. Each day a project or major essay is late will result in -10% of the Project/Essay grade (weekends count as working days).
Grading Policies:
1. No extra-time will be allotted beyond the original time given for the students to finish the exam. If you come late for class, it is your responsibility.

2. Absences during the exams will result in a “0”, unless it is an excused absence. In case that happens, you may take a make-up exam. 
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Academic Honesty

1. As per YISS academic policy, cheating is a capital offense resulting in a three-day suspension for the first offense. Additional offenses may result in expulsion from YISS. Students receive a “0” on any form of assessment upon which they have cheated.
2. Description of Cheating: The following list is comprised of what YISS identifies as cheating.  It is not exhaustive.
· Giving out information about a test or quiz to students who have not taken the quiz or test;
· Looking at someone else’s paper, quiz or test; 

· Glancing at hidden notes or material during a quiz or test; 

· Copying someone else’s homework;
· Giving another student homework, test or quiz answers;
· Giving another student your homework;
· Doing homework for someone else;
· Copying information from the Internet or any other source without proper citations or credit given;
· Communicating in any way while a quiz or test is being administered may be interpreted as cheating;
Course Outline

I. Constitutionalism and Federalism, Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 

(4-5 weeks) 



Chapters 1-5 in Wilson, topics may include:

a) Articles of Confederation, Constitutional Convention

b) Constitution, Separation of Powers
c) Federalists & Anti-Federalists

d) Bill of Rights, Judicial Review

e) Federalism, Theories of Democratic Government

f) Rights, Liberties & the 14th Amendment

g) Due Process Clause, Equal Protection Clause
h) Establishment Clause & The Wall of Separation Interpretation
i) Separate-But-Equal Doctrine & Suspect Classifications

j) Gender & Sex
II. Political Beliefs and Linkage Institutions

(4-5 weeks) – End Q1



Chapters 6-8 in Wilson, topics may include:
a) Political Ideology, Attitude & Behavior
b) Public Opinion, Political Participation

c) Political Parties & Election System
d) Interest Groups, Mass Media, Linkage Institutions
III. Institutions of National Government

(5 weeks)



Chapters 9-12 in Wilson, topics may include:
a) Congress, House of Representatives, Senate
b) Presidency, Executive Roles

c) Bureaucracy

d) Federal Courts, Court of Appeal, Supreme Court
IV.  Public Policy

(3 weeks) – End Q2



Chapters 13-15 in Wilson, topics may include:
a) Domestic Policymaking, Enactment and Implementation of Policy
b) Foreign Policy Making, Economy & The Army

Syllabus and Classroom Policy Agreement
By signing below I hereby acknowledge that I have read and understand the details of the syllabus and classroom policies for this course.
Student Signature






Parent Signature
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