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instructor: Jonatas Cavani (A.K.A. Cavani Sensei)
location: Room 201    
email: jonatas.cavani@yisseoul.org
Overview
The Comparative World Government Course is a one-semester introductory course to the essential issues and cleavages of world politics. The course will introduce students to fundamental concepts of politics in a variety of political settings. Students will study specific nations (United Kingdom, Russia, China, Mexico, Nigeria and Iran) and discover how interaction between states affect policy change, both domestic and foreign. 

Course Goals

Students successfully completing this course will:

· know important facts pertaining to the governments and politics of China, Great Britain, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, and Russia

· understand major comparative political concepts, themes, and generalizations

· understand typical patterns of political processes and behavior and their consequences

· be able to compare and contrast political institutions and processes across countries and to derive generalizations

Textbook
O’Neil, Patrick H. Essentials of Comparative Politics. New York: W. W. Norton,

2010.
Current Events
Students are required to summarize one current event per week from the Economist or the Washington Post, as these articles relate to the main themes of the course or to one of the core countries. 
Cavani Sensei’s Benevolent HW Policy

Each day the HW is late will result in -20% of the HW grade. Each day a project or major essay is late will result in -10% of the Project/Essay grade (weekends count as working days).
Grading Policies:
1. No extra-time will be allotted beyond the original time given for the students to finish the exam. If you come late for class, it is your responsibility.

2. Each student will have the opportunity of re-testing only once per quarter. Quizzes are not subject to the same procedure. If a student gets below 66, he may opt for a re-testing. However, the re-testing grade will be multiplied by 0.8. If a student decides to re-test, he will be automatically giving up his current grade and his re-test grade will be his final grade.

3. Absences during the exams will result in a “0”, unless it is an excused absence. In case that happens, you may take a make-up exam. 
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Academic Honesty

1. As per YISS academic policy, cheating is a capital offense resulting in a three-day suspension for the first offense. Additional offenses may result in expulsion from YISS. Students receive a “0” on any form of assessment upon which they have cheated.
2. Description of Cheating: The following list is comprised of what YISS identifies as cheating.  It is not exhaustive.
· Giving out information about a test or quiz to students who have not taken the quiz or test;
· Looking at someone else’s paper, quiz or test; 

· Glancing at hidden notes or material during a quiz or test; 

· Copying someone else’s homework;
· Giving another student homework, test or quiz answers;
· Giving another student your homework;
· Doing homework for someone else;
· Copying information from the Internet or any other source without proper citations or credit given;
· Communicating in any way while a quiz or test is being administered may be interpreted as cheating;
Course Outline

I. Conceptual Introduction to Comparative Governments and Politics 

(5-6 weeks) 



Chapters 1-4 in O’Neil, topics may include:

a) Political Systems 
b) States, Defining the State, The Rise of the Modern State
c) Political Culture and Socialization, Interest Group Systems 

d) Nations and Society, Ethnic Identity, National Identity, Patriotism and Political Ideology 
e) Interest Aggregation and Political Parties 
f) Government and Policymaking, Sources of Sovereignty Authority and Power, Democracy and Authoritarianism, Separation of Government Powers 
g) Public Policy 
II. Great Britain & the European Union

(4 weeks) – End Q1



Chapters 5, 7, 11 in O’Neil, topics may include:
a) The Structure of the British Government, Political Culture and Legitimacy, Party System and Electoral Choice, Central Authority and Decentralized Delivery of Policies
b) Democracy & Advanced Democracy

c) The EU and Globalization
III. Russia and China

(4 weeks)



Chapters 6, 8 in O’Neil, topics may include:
a) Historical Perspectives, Political Structure and Institutions of Russia and China

b) Society and State
c) Non-democratic Rules, Communism, Post-communism

d) Marxist Theory and Its Adaptations

IV.  Mexico, Nigeria, and Iran

(4 weeks) – End Q2



Chapters 9-10 in O’Neil, topics may include:
a) Current Policy Challenges, Potential and Limitations, Corruption, Poverty and Oil, State, Society and Citizenship in Mexico and Nigeria.
b) Political Change and the Role of Islam in Iran.

c) LDCs, NICs

d) Political Violence

Syllabus and Classroom Policy Agreement
By signing below I hereby acknowledge that I have read and understand the details of the syllabus and classroom policies for this course.
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