Early History of Japan
Source A: The myth about the origin of Japan
“Long centuries ago, when the world was a shadowy mist, the islands of Japan were born of the sea. Among the many gods inhabiting this misty abode were Izanagi and Izanami. One day, while they were standing on the Floating Bridge of Heaven, talking with each other, Izanagi said: “I wonder what is down below us?” This aroused Izanami’s curiosity, and they began to think how they might find out. Taking the Jewel-Spear of Heaven, Izanagi lowered it into the air and swung it around in an effort to strike something, for he could not see through the dense mist. Suddenly the spear touched the ocean. When Izanagi raised it, salty water dripping from it was dried by the wind, becoming hard and forming an island in the middle of the sea. 



“Let us go down and live on the island,” said Izanagi. And so they descended from the Floating Bridge of Heaven to live on the island. Soon they had created the Great-Eight-Island-Land and given birth to three noble children: the Sun Goddess and her brothers the Moon God and the Storm God. The Sun Goddess, who name was Amaterasu-Omi-Kami, also had a family. Her [great-great-great] grandson Jimmu became the first Emperor (Tenno or Mikado) of Japan.”                       
Source: Morton Wesley Huber. Vanishing Japan, Morton Wesley Huber with permission of AMPHOTO, 1965
1. The Earliest inhabitants:
Source B: An excerpt from China about their “barbarian neighbors”, 297 A.D.
“The people of the Wa…dwell in the middle of the ocean on the mountainous islands southeast of…Tai-fang…today, thirty of their communications maintain [communication] with us through envoys and scribes…



The land of Wa is warm and mild. In winter as in summer the people live on raw vegetables and go about barefooted. They have (or live in) houses; father and mother, elder and younger, sleep separately. They smear their bodies with pink and scarlet…They serve food on bamboo and wooden trays, helping themselves with their fingers…In their meetings and in their deportment, there is no distinction between father and son or between men and women…There are class distinctions among the people, and some men are vassals of others. Taxes are collected. Thereare granaries as well as markets in each province, where necessaries are exchanged under the supervision of the Wa officials.”

Source: Sources of Japanese Traditions, Ryusaku Tsunoda, William Theodore de Bary, and Donald Keene (eds.), 1958
a) According to Source B, how did the Chinese feel about the people of Wa?
b) What were several features of life in Wa?

2. Tradition
Amaterasu’s (the sun-goddess) grandson was the only person good enough to rule Japan. She gave him three items to take with him:

Regalia— _______________________________


Definition: 

a) Mirror

b) Jewel

c) Sword
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